THE DIVINE WORKER

one has to understand; thick and tangled is the way
of works." Action in the world is like a deep forest,
gafiana, through which man goes stumbling as best he
can, by the light of the ideas of his time, the standards
of his personality, his environment, or rather of many
times, many personalities, layers of thought and ethics
from many social stages all inextricably confused
together, temporal and conventional amidst all their
claim to absoluteness and immutable truth, empirical
and irrational in spite of their aping of right reason.
And finally the sage seeking in the midst of it all a
highest foundation of fixed law and an original truth
finds himself obliged to raise the last supreme ques-
tion, whether all action and life itself are not a delu-
sion and a snare and whether cessation from action,
akarma, is not the last resort of the tired and dis-
illusioned human soul. But, says Krishna, in this
matter even the sages are perplexed and deluded. For
b\ action, by works, not by inaction comes the know-
ledge and the release.

What then is the solution? what is that type of
works by which we shall be released from the ills of
liie, from this doubt, this error, this grief, from this
mixed, impure and baffling result even of our purest
and best-intentioned acts, from these million forms ot
evil and sufl-ering? No outward distinctions need be
made, is the reply; no work the world needs, be
shunned; no limit or hedge set round our human
activities; on the contrary, all actions should be done,
but from a soul in Yoga with the Divine, yuktah krtsna-
karma-krt. A karma, cessation from action is not the
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